THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

resolution His Highness will ye intimate and notify by your
letters to the Queen of Scots accordingly.

(Nov. 26,

With Albany finally out of the way, Henry again opened

negotiations for the betrothal of James and Mary, and though

nothing came of his proposals it becomes evident from now on

that at least the first step in his policy had at last been attained.

Though the French faction might continue stronger, it was now

opposed in the councils of Scotland by a small party, definitely

favourable to the idea of an English alliance, and aware of the

benefits to be gained from it.    Writing to Francis, in 1523,

Albany  had mentioned  the  increasing  influence  wielded by

England in Scots affairs.    The first Earl of Arran, next heir after

Albany to the throne, allied himself with Margaret in a pro-

English policy.   James V, aged twelve, assumed power as king,

and the government was henceforth carried on in his name.

That the project had been both urged and aided by Henry is

obvious from the following letters.   With no regent to intervene,

he hoped,  no doubt,  eventually  to  prevail  in his nephew's

counsels.   He must certainly have reckoned that he was more

likely to succeed with a boy of twelve than with any of the Scots

lords or even his * dearest sister '.

The following extracts from the letters he wrote to Margaret
and to James are extremely interesting and serve to show his
methods.

iv.To JAMES V

[July 21, 1524.]

DEAREST NEPHEW, in our most hearty and affectuous manner

we recommend us unto you : letting you wit that by letters lately

received from our dearest and best beloved sister the Queen your

mother, we to our great comfort and gladness do understand that

ye, like a virtuous, wise and discreet young prince, have sub-

1 stantially considered and regarded the effect of our former letters

to you addressed : wherein, for the tender love which we bear,

1 Calig. B. II, f. 12.
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